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FROM OUR DIRECTOR

Over our ten years, and through many challenges, AIS has not lost its special feeling of community.  It is what 
sets us apart. The pillars of “think critically, act ethically, and serve others” are very much an active part of the 
daily life and mission of the school. Many parents say the move to AIS has changed not only their child’s 
outlook on school, but also the family’s life as well. We are blessed to be part of something great.

This past school year, 2020-2021, was  stressful, anxious, and difficult for everyone - students, teachers, 
parents, and administrators. Nevertheless, everyone rose to meet  the challenge of online schooling. 
Teachers adapted their teaching methods and content to meet student needs. Students practiced new ways 
to learn and parents were very supportive. We still accomplished milestones. AIS was re-accredited by NEASC 
for another 5 years; we have a secondary principal for the first time, which is a sign of our continued growth 
in spite of the world-wide health challenges; and we have successfully adapted the strict health protocols to 
our daily living at AIS. We plan to initiate a Toddler through grade one program in person in August even if 
the rest of the school is still online at the opening. (Update as of September 2021: the program is in place and 
very successful. Children love to be at school, and teachers and parents feel much more positive about 
having students here.) Over the summer, a sports club organized a popular summer camp for three weeks at 
AIS, in which students from AIS and other schools participated.

A search began in early 2021 for a new General Director, and so far we have received many applicants and 
some very strong candidates.

Dr. Diane Palmer
Director
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WHY AN AIS EDUCATION MATTERS

In line with our vision and mission, AIS offers tuition assistance to students and families who would 
otherwise be unable to cover the cost of tuition. Now, more than ever, this service is vital to ensuring 
quality education in Guatemala. As the COVID19 pandemic rages on, public and private schools 
remain closed to in person learning. In the case of public schools, due to lack of government funding 
for education, comprehensive online educational programming is out of reach for students. On the 
other hand, private schools are able to offer programming at a cost far higher than what the majority 
of Guatemalan families can pay. AIS’s tuition assistance program fills this gap by providing accessible, 
quality education to all socioeconomic levels. 

Over half of our student body received some degree of tuition assistance this year. All families are 
eligible to apply for tuition assistance as the amount of assistance given is based on a third-party 
socioeconomic assessment that calculates the percentage of tuition that the individual family is able 
to contribute. The remainder of the educational costs is covered by our partner foundations, AIEF and 
FUNDAIS, through the philanthropic efforts of various generous donors and foundations. In this 
model, all students contribute to their educational costs in some capacity and are also all held to the 
same standards and expectations in the classroom. The tuition assistance model is used at AIS as 
opposed to a “sponsorship” or “scholarship” model because it creates an environment in which all 
students are treated equally regardless of their background. Students are never identified as 
recipients as only our Administrative Director and financial assistance evaluators have access to that 
financial information. Families are evaluated on a biannual basis or as needed due to change in 
circumstances as was exhibited throughout the COVID19 pandemic. 

AIS is committed to providing a world class education to children regardless of their socioeconomic 
background. For this reason, donations are compiled into a Financial Assistance fund and distributed 
as needed within the student body. On average, Guatemalan children only attend school for 6 years 
and not even half of the students in upper elementary reach standard reading or writing levels. 
Through the provision of quality education, AIS continues to break this cycle and equip the next 
generation of Guatemalans with a love of learning and a strong sense of personal responsibility.
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100%

Students receiving
tuition assistance

63%

Teacher retention rate

85%

Graduation Rate

AIS IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

274
STUDENTS
ENROLLED Guatemalan

73%
Foreign
27%

ACCREDITED BY 
NEASC AND 
MINEDUC 

13
Community

Projects
supported

Extracurricular
activities

13
AP Classes

3

Class of 2021 was accepted to

25 UNIVERSITIES
around the world
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IMPACT
IN ACADEMICS

A MEASURABLE

As a result of the COVID19 pandemic, the majority of schools in Guatemala have remained closed 
for the entirety of the school year. The government of Guatemala chose to not administer the 
national examinations in 2020. In previous years, AIS students have done exceptionally well in 
reading and mathematics compared to other national and international schools in the country.

While there was no measure to compare our students against the rest of the country, we are still 
able to recognize advances made in the classroom over the course of the year. Particularly in 
elementary, students have experienced significant growth in reading abilities in both Spanish and 
English according to the DRA reading assessment undertaken. In January of 2021, 3rd grade had 
17.4% of their class reading above grade level. By June, that percentage rose to 43.5%. This trend 
was consistent throughout the grades with an average of 28.4% increase in students that were 
reading and writing above grade level.

Enero

10%

20%

30%

40%

Febrero Marzo Abril Mayo Junio

17.4%

43.5%

3rd Grade DRA
Reading Assessment
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IMPACT IN OPPORTUNITY

The Class of 2021 had a Senior year like no other before them as COVID19 restrictions remained in place, 
prohibiting students from studying on campus for the entire year. While their year was filled with online classes 
and virtual assignments, the students also took every opportunity to get together outside the walls of the school. 
They gathered for meals with mentors, filmed a production of Hamlet with their English teacher, organized after 
school events and participated in activities like mini golf and scavenger hunts! 

Our class of 2021 completed an accredited, college preparatory program and received a Guatemalan Bachillerato 
en Ciencias y Letras. With the continuous support of families, teachers and support staff, each one chose a path 
forward for the following year, knowing that they had put in the work to achieve their goals. From studying at 
universities around the world to joining the workforce, all of our graduates are living examples of what it means 
to have an AIS education. It is our hope that the values and principles learned in our program will guide these 
young adults to always think critically, act ethically and serve others. 

On the 4th of June of 2021, each Senior walked the stage, rang the Founder’s Bell and threw their graduation caps 
in the air. Dr. Singh, retired professor at Earth University in Costa Rica, gave our seniors and their families an 
inspirational commencement speech. His words reminded us of what sets our students apart from others, that 
each one is taught how to think, not what to think. They leave us as life-long learners who are guided by their own 
curiosity to experience opportunities, friends and new endeavors. This class will be remembered as overcomers, 
who endured great challenges no one could have foreseen and who worked tirelessly to leave a mark on their 
community. They will be guided by their artistic talent, scientific curiosity and desire to see both a better 
Guatemala and a better world. 
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The Class of 2021 were accepted to the following universities:

UNITED STATES
American University, Washington DC
Barnard College, New York
Belmont University, Tennessee
Illinois Central College, Illinois
Illinois Institute of Technology, Illinois
Illinois State University, Illinois
Lafayette College, Pennsylvania
Loyola University, Illinois
Northeastern University, Massachusetts
Santa Clara University, California
Tufts University, Massachusetts
Wake Forest University, North Carolina

EUROPE
Aberystwyth University, Wales
Goldsmith University, United Kingdom
University of Bedfordshire, United Kingdom
University of Westminster, United Kingdom
University of York, United Kingdom

GUATEMALA
Universidad del Valle de Guatemala, Guatemala

CAROLINE MUELLER
Class Valedictorian, will go on to study Psychology and 
Business at Wake Forest University in September 2021.

KIA VILCHEZ
Will begin her studies at Northeastern University in Boston. 
She is interested in studying criminal justice and international 
affairs with the hope of becoming a lawyer in the future. 

PAULA ORTIZ
Will go on to study Economics and Econometrics at Goldsmith 
University in London, United Kingdom. Her dream is to return 
to Guatemala and contribute to research projects in efforts to 
improve transparency and accountability in her country.
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A SUSTAINABLE IMPACT

75% OF REVENUE CAME FROM TUITION
IN THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR

FINANCIALS 2020-21
INCOME

AIS is committed to financial sustainability.

1. AIS remained closed to in person learning. This introduced a challenge for enrollment as families 
who have the means were able to send their children to in person classes in other regions. 

2. Due to the continued financial strain of the pandemic on the economy in Antigua, our families 
continue to face difficulties in tuition payments. While our tuition assistance program assists 
families to continue their education, the diverse circumstances of our students is reflected in 
admissions numbers as parents and guardians continue to make difficult decisions for their 
children’s education. 

While AIS continues to move forward with our programs, our community of donors has played a 
crucial part in allowing us to maintain our vision. We could not have made it this far without you and 
are able to continue onward because of your unwavering support and love for our school. This year, 
AIS received a total of $125,496 from donors and foundations. 

However, the year still presented several challenges: 
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FINANCIALS 2020-2021

Inscription, family fee
Tuition
Donations
TOTAL INCOME

$ 283,505
$ 1,269,685

$ 125,496
$ 1,678,686

INCOME

Educational staff salaries
Administrative and Maintenance Salaries
Educational Materials
Phone/ Internet/ Electricity
Uncollectible account
Insurance
Building maintenance
Building depreciation
Interests paid
Other Costs
TOTAL EXPENSES

$ 1,108,311
$ 104,179
$ 104,359

$ 37,119
$ 72,892
$ 36,531
$ 19,905
$ 77,822

$ 308,402
$ 94,240

$ 1,963,760

EXPENSES

Property, Plant and Equipment
Cash and Cash Equivalents
Pledges and other receivables
TOTAL ASSETS

$ 5,157,946
$ 18,171

$ 498,484
$ 5,674,601

ASSETS

Accounts payable and other current liabilities
Short term debt payable
Bank loan
Total Liabilities

$ 187,080
$ 480,224

$ 3,350,435

Equity 
LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

$ 1,656,862
$ 5,674,601

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Operational Deficit -  $ 285,074

$ 4,017,739

NUMBER OF STUDENTS 274
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of income goes to operational
and administrative xpenses

5%Only

EXPENSES
An education at Antigua International School is holistic. Our program not only provides an internationally 
accredited, college preparatory program but also includes diverse extracurricular activities and emotional support.

At AIS, we believe that through hiring practices and supporting our teachers we create excellent learning spaces 
for our students. This is why the majority of our operational costs go towards educational staff salaries. 

Educational Staff Salaries
Admin. & Maintenance Salaries
Other

56%

39%

5%

12



IMPACT
THROUGH EXCELLENCE
Highly trained teachers: Our teachers taught every 
grade level through online instruction for the entirety 
of the school year. Through professional development 
sessions, additional support and implementation of 
new technology, teachers continued to let their passion 
shine in every class. 

Innovative Methodology: Distance learning opened 
our community up to new online programs that could 
be utilized from home. Teachers continually adapted 
and practiced methodologies used in the classroom, like 
small group instruction and one on one conferencing, to 
assist students in online learning spaces. Music and 
science teachers took advantage of various digital 
platforms for creation, the English department utilized 
project based learning through plays, and gardening 
class grew to new depths by including all the various 
plants and soils found in students' own backyards! 
Additionally, Secondary introduced daily advisory 
meetings in which teachers and students from different 
grade levels were able to reflect on the socioemotional 
side of online learning. 

Well rounded program: It would have been easy to 
scale back our program when the government of 
Guatemala continued to implement strict restrictions 
on in person education. However, following the AIS 
pillar of thinking critically, our staff and students 
passionately advocated for the continuation of our 
diverse program. Offering art, music, science, math and 
sport is part of the AIS holistic vision of a liberal arts 
education, and for this reason our students continue to 
participate in virtual art exhibits, drama, musical 
presentations and sports days. As AIS tradition stands, 
every Friday different teachers and students lead our 
school in an assembly which highlights various projects 
being done at different grade levels. What began with 
only 10 to 15 devices connected at the beginning of the 
school year increased in popularity over the year and 
ended with over 85 devices connected in June 
emphasizing the continued importance of this tradition 
in our program.

HYBRID
LEARNING
PROGRAM
DESIGN

The twelfth grade class examined 
education and the impact of covid-19 

globally. They used this research to develop 
a hybrid plan for students to return to 

campus safely. The plans were presented to 
the school administration and aspects 

were used to adapt and develop the 
school’s updated hybrid plans.
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IMPACT
THROUGH TEACHING

Nationalities of
Educational Staff 57%

43%

International Guatemalan

AIS Staff 70%

16%

14%

Educational Staff Admin Maintenance
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IMPACT ORIENTED LEADERSHIP TEAM

DR. DIANE PALMER, GENERAL DIRECTOR
Dr. Palmer led AIS for a third year as General Director. Previously since AIS’s founding, Dr 
Palmer worked with staff and students on writing the school's curriculum, ensuring quality 
teaching standards and preparing for NEASC accreditation. Dr. Palmer holds a PhD from 
the University of Maryland and a Master's Degree from Harvard University´s School of 
Education. She has worked as a principal, teacher, professor and trainer throughout Latin 
America and the United States.

NATALIA ZMACZYNSKA, ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL
Miss Natalia is originally from Poland, and has been working at AIS since 2014. She studied 
English Philology, and has a Master's degree in Methodology of Teaching English as a 
Second Language. Miss Natalia has 16 years of teaching experience. She spent most of her 
career teaching and managing departments in inner-city elementary schools in London, 
UK. Miss Natalia taught 2nd grade at AIS before taking on the role of Elementary Principal. 

LAURA AMLIN, SECONDARY PRINCIPAL
Prior to serving as Secondary Principal, Mrs. Amlin taught Middle School at AIS for two 
years. Originally from Texas, she graduated from Austin College with a B.A. in Spanish and 
earned her teaching certification and Masters of Bilingual Curriculum and Development at 
Texas A&M. For 13 years, she has taught in various bilingual programs and grade levels: 
Kinder, 1st, 3rd, and 4th. Prior to AIS, she taught Middle School at a Newcomer Program in 
Texas, helping students transition to life and school in the USA while learning English.

MONICA DE DIOS, ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR AND EARLY CHILDHOOD PRINCIPAL
Mrs. de Dios has worked at AIS for 8 years as Principal, Support Program Director, Teacher and 
Director for the Ministry of Education. She holds a Masters' Degree in Counseling and Mental Health 
and a B.A. in Social Sciences and Higher Education both from the Universidad del Valle, Guatemala. 
Prior to AIS, Mrs. de Dios worked in the United States in Early Childhood Education and in 
Guatemala at Colegio Interamericano and Colegio Decroly. 
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Differentiated Instruction seeks to make learning accessible for all students. This methodology encourages 
educators to adjust their strategies, resources and materials in response to an individual student’s own 
level, interests, learning style, behavioural needs, etc. While the basis of this methodology remains the 
same, focusing on varied outcomes, leveled activities, and critical dialogues, studying online has opened AIS 
to take more comprehensive measures in order to continue this teaching style. Our teachers and 
counselors have worked hand in hand to identify and address needs as they arise in the online classroom 
and with the various socioeconomic backgrounds present in our community. Technological materials and 
support has also become a critical aspect of this methodology.

1. DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION

2. PROJECT BASED LEARNING
Project based learning promotes learning through the application of theoretical knowledge and skill by 
providing opportunities for practical, hands-on experiences. It allows for deeper, contextual learning and for 
the development of crucial skills for both college and career readiness. 

Secondary teachers developed department teams: Humanities and STEAM. These teams met monthly to 
plan cross-curricular activities and projects to facilitate connections made between the subjects and 
deepen student learning. One example was the Water Project which connected a service learning initiative 
partnering the CLEAN International and Walk For Water with music, science, and language arts classes. For 
example, 6th graders wrote lyrics using what they were learning about water throughout history, including 
how access affected ancient civilizations.

IMPACT THROUGH INNOVATIVE METHODOLOGY

DESIGN THINKING
Design thinking aims to teach students 
how to create innovative solutions to 
real life problems. This class strongly 
emphasizes project based learning as 
each student develops their own 
product or service in response to a 
chosen issue such as food security, 
mental health and college information.
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In the 3rd Quarter, fun and unusual music projects were created using only sound samples. The classes 
recorded any sounds that corresponded with water (splashes, drips, waves, shaking or spraying water 
bottles, tapping or playing glasses filled with water, etc.) and wrote and recorded their own water themed 
lyrics to go with the songs. Everyone made really amazing "water soundscapes".  

Students and teachers created opportunity out of the challenges presented by distance learning and 
applied technology like never before in their learning. Secondary students created Christmas eCards, 
incorporating music, technology, and language arts. For each of these cards our amazing students created 
and produced their own music and visuals to express the joys of this holiday season. 

3. BALANCED LITERACY

Despite the challenges of the COVID pandemic, our elementary team was able to continue to implement an 
adapted version of the Balanced Literacy program in order to continue the quality, bilingual instruction that 
is such an important part of an AIS education. Despite being virtual, our amazing staff of teachers 
continued to adapt this program in order to meet the needs of our students. They have redefined 
workshops, utilized various online platforms and resources, and managed to establish the essential one on 
one sessions that make this program successful. As a result of such innovation and adaptability, students 
continued to improve their writing skills at or above the expected level in almost all grades. Reading 
remains an area for improvement this year and our teachers are actively working to find ways in which we 
can teach and support our students to better address these needs as classes continue to be held online.

HAMLET
The Senior Class filmed a 
production of Hamlet for 
their 12th grade English class.

17



IMPACT
 THROUGH A WELL ROUNDED PROGRAM

AP CLASSES

AP Classes help high achieving students 
learn college level skills, earn credits and 
stand out in college admissions.
 
This year, we offered:
- Spanish and Language Culture
- 2D Art and Design 
- English and Composition

ELECTIVES
Elective classes broaden students minds and expand their interests. 10-12th 
graders select 3 electives each year. 

Last year they chose from: 
- Contemporary Art
- Figurative Studies
- Drama
- Design Thinking
- Science Meets the Arts
- Digital Skills
- Fitness
- Music
- Outdoor Explorers
- Photography

18



Importance of
Recycling at Home

3A explored the process of recycling from start to 
finish. They learned what it means to recycle and what 
happens in recycling factories. Students were then 
asked to ensure that they have a recycling system in 
their home and encourage their families to recycle.

Elderly Home Letters
Second grade spent time considering who in their 
community might need help. They then wrote letters 
to Seniors residing in the  Hogar de San Fransisco in 
Mixco. The letters were delivered for Seniors to read.

AIS’ unique Service Learning Program is ever expanding in the ways it supports the development of 
community engagement and global citizenship in students. The program enables our students to learn how 
to think critically about problems and discover ethical ways to solve these problems. Over the course of the 
year, students engaged in various online activities, sustaining their connection with the local community. 
These activities ranged from supporting local partner non-profit organizations to developing 
solution-oriented proposals for the school itself.

These projects are a small piece of a much greater puzzle that seeks to understand the systems that exist in 
our local and global communities. Ensuring that students understand the power and ability they have to 
make a difference in both their individual lives and society is living the true vision of AIS to think critically, 
act ethically and serve others. Maintaining Service Learning Projects and education in both large and small 
scale projects remains a priority in all of the school’s circumstances regardless of shifts and changes that 
have occurred as a result of the pandemic. Fostering ways of thinking and teamwork prepares our students 
to make long-lasting, positive change through their academic career and far beyond. 

SERVICE LEARNING 

To see Service Learning Projects for the 2020-21 school year, see below:

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
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Walk for Water
Campaign: Pathogens

Water and Music

Water Poetry and Imagery

Science Meets the
Arts Activism

Hybrid Learning
Program Design

Cyber Security in
Distance Learning

Nutrition book and
recipes for distribution

Seminario
Community Project

Social Studies Fair Connections
to Our Local Communities

and Global Citizenship

Design Thinking, Fundraiser
to prevent Poverty in GT

The Social Studies department ran a Social Studies fair to 
share what was learned throughout the year. Each student 
shared a topic  focused on global citizenship and how it 
impacts present life.

Students created recipe books based on nutrition needs for 
families in Guatemala. They drafted a distribution plan for these 
books and selected organizations they could partner with.

The twelfth grade class examined cyber security and the 
importance of staying safe online. They then developed 
materials that were released to other students at the school, 
teaching them and their family to stay safe online too.

The twelfth grade class examined education and the impact of 
COVID-19 globally. They used this research to develop hybrid 
plans for students to return to campus safely. These plans were 
presented to the school administration and aspects were used 
to adapt and develop the schools updated hybrid plans.

In the elective Design Thinking, students explored problems 
across Guatemala and how to solve them. One student was 
driven to create a fundraiser that would support an 
organization working to end poverty in Guatemala. He created 
a movie night outside of AIS and later reflected on the 
challenges and successes he found during this process.

A ninth and tenth grade elective focused on combining art and 
scientific research to foster student learning. Students 
collaborated with partner organizations including Common 
Hope, Nimpalow y Salvando Perros to create art that 
supported their individual needs and requests. The art was 
used in staff meetings and public advertising to support the 
organizations missions.

Eighth Grade used poetry and spoken word matched with 
visuals as a tool to share the importance of water and its 
scarcity. Two students participated in our partner’s, CLEAN 
International, poetry competition and one received first prize 
in the international contest.

Sixth through tenth grade students captured the sound of 
water and reflected on their own access to water. The final 
result was a song created from sounds captured and lyrics that 
describe the importance of water today which was shared 
publicly and in the school assembly.

In partnership with Walk for Water and CLEAN International, 
seventh grade students created an in depth public service 
announcement on the impact of unsanitary water. The students 
shared what pathogens would be harmful, what the community 
can do to prevent drinking contaminated water or getting ill 
and shared specific impacts in Guatemala. 

*See page 26.

20



AIS offers a holistic education and an extensive support program which provides students with the opportunity 
to address the issues they face in both their personal and academic lives. Last year, our counsellors - Carmen Wirtz 
and Silvia Armas - designed and implemented a new support program that was attentive to the diverse needs of 
both students and teachers as they faced the nuances of studying from home and the continuation of the COVID 
pandemic. 

The program consists of various individual sessions with counselors and students, hosted events regarding 
different wellness topics, college “visits”, and language support. The social and emotional content created 
supports various topics, such as: executive functions, managing emotions, study strategies, health education, 
mindfulness, and communication skills. In total, the support program hosted four online events for families and 
held weekly wellness check-ins for students. In some cases, students experienced setbacks as their family 
members and friends became ill with Coronavirus. To support their journey and process, our team walked beside 
them (metaphorically) in their individual journeys as they continued onward even amidst great adversity. 

Our college program continued to support our senior class as they applied for post-secondary education around 
the world, by hosting virtual college visits to expose students to different options, providing assistance with 
applications and analyzing different programs and options. 

As new students enter the AIS program from the Guatemalan educational system or from a foreign country, the 
Language Support program provides them with the necessary tools to be successful in both the English and 
Spanish components of the AIS program. While studying online presented challenges for students, the support 
team worked tirelessly to adapt their program to best fit the needs present, including expanding the assistance 
referral program and exploring new frameworks for additional language learning. 43 of our students benefited 
from this additional language support program in both English and Spanish this year.

SUPPORT PROGRAM

EXTRACURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES
AIS encourages creativity and growth in personal areas 
of interest through a strong extracurricular program. 
While extracurricular activities had to be hosted 
virtually, our teachers and staff continued to offer select 
programs throughout the year. 

- Painting with Bob Ross
- Crochet
- Quiz Club
- Drawing Club
- Emprendimiento
- Gratitude Club
- Cooking Club
- Existential Questions 
- Virtual Board Games
- Language Games 
- Music
- Dance
- Beginner Sign Language
- Choreography
- Fermentation Club

This year, the following programs were offered:
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IMPACT
THROUGH EVENTS AND ALLIANCES

Throughout the year, the AIS community participated in 
various online events and activities that supported 
creativity and communal growth.

BOOK CHARACTER DAY

For our book character day, STUCO 
challenged secondary students to work in 
their advisory groups, choose a genre and 
dress up as a character from a specific book 
or series.

WEEKLY ASSEMBLIES

Every week, our community gathered 
online, sustaining the famous AIS Family 
Spirit and sharing student’s 
accomplishments, shout outs and projects.

MATH MUSEUM

Secondary Math Museum took place virtually 
in 2020-2021. Students evaluated ways in which 
complex math concepts are able to be applied 
in everyday life. Here is an example from 
Seniors Maria Fernanda Duran Barrios and 
Isabella Gradiz: math inspired makeup!

VIRTUAL SOCIAL STUDIES FAIR

The Social Studies Department coordinated the 
first ever Social Studies Fair, titled:  Connection 
Across Time and Around the World.  This was a 
virtual event in which multi-grade level groups 
chose, researched, prepared, and presented topics 
of interest which related to an area of study from 
their social studies courses.   All of the AIS 
community was invited to this event and it was 
truly a celebration of learning.

9TH ANNIVERSARY

AIS celebrated its 9th anniversary on November 
9th, 2020, celebrating 6 graduating classes, 300 
students in our program, and the continuous 
development of our educational model!22



VIRTUAL FAMILY GAMES NIGHT

For a fun way to close the 2020-2021 school year, 
Student Council hosted an End of Year Family Fun 
and Games Event.  They led games in breakout 
rooms in Zoom such as BINGO and pictionary. 

PUBLISHING PARTIES

We experienced a great turn out to our 
Publishing Parties and for the first time ever, even 
families from abroad could join us, thanks to 
Zoom!

“TRASHMAN” (RECYCLED SNOWMAN)
COMPETITION

Student council encouraged families to get into the 
holiday spirit while doing some good by inviting them 
to participate in a "Trashman" Competition.  The 
challenge was to create a Snowman out of recycled 
items and submit photos to enter to win prizes! 

GEOGRAPHY CONTEST

Student Council ended the calendar year and 
kicked off the holiday break with a geography 
competition for students on December 18th. There 
were gift certificates for San Martin Bakery for the 
3 best competitors!
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TALENT SHOW

22 students participated in the 2020-2021 
Virtual Talent Show.  All types of talents were 
shared, such as singing, playing the guitar, 
bicycle tricks, and stop motion art. It was a very 
special day of support and celebration of the 
many gifted members of our AIS community!

OLIMPIADAS NACIONALES

Olimpiadas is a national competition for students 
in subjects such as math and physics. This year, 13 
students participated in the departmental round, 
7 advanced to regionals and 1, Pedro Siliezar 
(pictured here), was a national finalist! 
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ART EXHIBITS AIS students shared their artwork with our community 
in various assemblies over the course of the year.

UNDERWATER

11th and 12th grade made a splash with their underwater art! 
Beautiful themes and concepts like environmental awareness, 
marine life, and reverse reality made using a variety of techniques!

STENCILS

Students used stencils to make 
various pieces and build on their 
preexisting knowledge and ideas.

FINAL PROJECTS

Art students at all levels 
explored their own 
creativity and ideas in order 
to complete their final class 
projects.

CIRCUS

Representations of the circus came to 
life through various mediums. 

MURALISM

Students made connections between 
art and history and focused specifically 

on Mexican culture and cave art.
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SENIOR
SEMINARIO

Our Secondary Education Program ensures that students are prepared for any future they may choose. As such, we 
ensure that our students graduate with the necessary requirements to study or work wherever they choose to do 
through accreditation with the New England Association of Schools and Colleges and the Ministry of Education in 
Guatemala. 

To meet the requirements set out by the Ministry of Education, each Senior class must complete a “Seminario 
Project” in their final year of study. The project’s purpose is to give students practical experience in research and 
applying knowledge to a real life scenario. Usually, our Senior class tackles a prominent issue in Guatemalan society, 
and this year was no exception. 

The 2021 Senior Seminario Project addressed issues of malnutrition in Guatemala and offered recommendations on 
how to achieve proper nutrition for at risk populations. The “Nutricion: Gran Cruzada Nacional” magazine created, 
received special recognition from Licenciada Mirna of the Guatemalan Ministry of Education who said, “This 
magazine will be a great contribution to our State.” This piece will serve to educate and empower Guatemalans and 
could be widely shared throughout the country. The project was done digitally and thus is able to be shared easily 
with partners and interested parties across the country, even in a pandemic. 

NUTRICIÓN  
Gran Cruzada Nacional 

Antigua International School 
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Thank you for transforming Guatemala through education!

DONATIONS DURING THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR

A Special Thanks
to Our Donors 

Anaite de la Cruz Ceschia
Bill Ispan 
Christine Wilson 
Diane Eldred
Diane Palmer
Ecofiltro 
Eddy Weaver
Ellen Mueller 
Fernando Castellanos 
George and Dianne Carofino  
Gustavo Molina 
Jessica Hammer
Joan Specter
John and Martha Radick
Jonathan Salem
Jose Juan Sierra 
Juan Jose Falla
Julie Murphy 
Kathy Taylor
Karen Klose
Kristen Otsby
Leslie Wilson
Liza Glenn
Marianne Lee
Margaret Lonzetta 
Marie Louise Kirchner
Monica de Dios
Pablo Arenales
Philip Wilson
Raquel Salem 
Ray and Marilyn Ruddy Foundation
Richard Voswinckel
Rodrigo Barillas
Sarah Spoor
Sonja Gustafson
Stanley Stillman
Stephen Johnson
Steve Trautman
Sumner Scholarship Endowment Foundation
Terry Aktinson
Travis Ning
Vincent D’Agati
William H Nichols Foundation
Wyllys Terry

In Kind
Donations
Ana Livingston Paddock
Akai Sushi
Antigua Books 
Artista de Cafe
Belleza Vintage 
Bistro Corazonada 
Casa del Jade
Cerveceria 14 
Corchos
Dominical
El Cubo 
Griego Fitness Club
Harina de Otro Costal 
Hector’s Bistro 
Hotel Casa Buena Vista
Hotel Casa Faustina
Hyatt Centric
Jaqui’s Nails 
Kingdom Barber Shop
La Caffeine Combi
Lea Ritter
Make Up by Liss
Monoloco 
Oceana
Old Town Outfitters
Ox Expeditions 
Panza Verde
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Antigua International School
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